
R O T A R Y

Rolanv INrBnNatroNat,
the taorld's oldest and
most prestigious seruice club

organization, comprises some

30,000 clubs in more than

160 countries. Its members
.  1 ,  i

Jorm a glo0al n(twork or

business and professional

/eaders who uolunteer their

time and ulents to serue their

communities and the uorld.

Rotary's motto, Seraice
Aboue Self,, exemplifes the
humanitarian spirit of
the organization's more than

1.2 million members. Strong

fellowship among Rotaria ns

anrl meaningful community

and international seraice

proj ects characterize Rotaryt

uorldwide.

Rotaryt enjq)s a rich and

sometimes comp lex tradition

and organizational structure,

u,,ith many programs and

customs that can be confusing

to netu and euen not-so-neu)

members. The following pages

ffir a basic Rorary education
- the fundamental knowledge

that will make eueryt member

better informed about Rotaryt

and proud to be a Rotarian.

"The more I learn about Rotarv.
I love Rotary." - Michaet P

the more
S l e v n i k ,  U S A



Be.srcs
"Rotary is

tne
the best wav to mak
world a bett'er olace.
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1. \fi4rat is the largest private
international scholarship program?

! \X4rat was the first Rotary
service project?

a \X.&at is Rotary Internationa.l's
senice orgalization for secondary
school-age youth?

{ How much money (in US$)
will Rotary have contributed to
polio eradication by 2005?

! 1fi4rat is the latest region of the
world to be declared polio-fiee?

( Rora4 Tnrernarional is rhe norld s
oldest service club organization.
(Ti'ue or fllse)

L Every dollar conuibuted to
The Rotary Foundation is spent
on humanitarian and educational
-"^^"^-" /T",,-  ^..  { ; I"-\

& U.S. Rotarians make up half of
Rorariarl.' worldwide. (True or false)

! Almost 50 Rotarialrs helped
draft the United Nations charter
(Tiue or false)

llL The first Rotary club to be
chartered in a non-English-speaking
counrD ua5 in Cuba. lTiue or lal.,e)

Answers on bach page.

1905

The organizat ion of  Rorary
Rotarians are members ofRotary clubs,
which belong to the global associatron
Rotary International (RI). Each clulr
elects its own offrcers and enjoys consid-
erable autonomy within
the framework of Rotary's
constitution and bylaws.

Clubs are grouped
into 530 Rotary districts,
each led by a district gov-
ernot who is an officer
of RI. The district
administration, includ-
ing assistant governors
and various committees,
guides and supports the

1911,13

increase their membership base, partici-
pate in service projects that benefit therr
own communify and those in other
counfries, support The Rotary
Foundation financially and through

Program PartlcrpatronJ
ar.rd develop leaders capa-
ble of sewing in Rotary
beyond the club level.

The 19-member RI
Board of Directors, which
includes the RI president
and president-elect, meets
quarterly to establish poli-
cies. Tiadicionally, the RI
president, who is elected
annually, develops a

1915 -16

Club charrered in

clubs. Effective clubs strive to sustairr or theme and emphasis for the year.

T F I E  R O T A R Y  f f i  T T I I E L I N E

1906 1910 -11

Clicago attorney Pjul
narrN organ[es nrst

Ror.ry neeting on 23
February, leading rc for

mation of the Roary
Club of Chicago.

Rotary Club of Chiago
provides a public miler

outside Ciq' HaIl,
Rotary's first commr

n'q/ servrce projecr.

Paut Huris eleaed firt
president ofNadonal
Associarion of Rotary

Clubs at the 6rt
Rotaty Convention.

Clubs formed in

Cmada, Great Britain,

and Irelmd; orguia-

flon nme chdBes

ro hrenarional

Cuba, the first non-
Engli(h-peakinq
Korary counrry

Praidenr tuch Klumph
proposa esrablishing m

endownent turd,
precuror ot

Rora.y Clubs.
The Nanunl,Romrian

magu'ne 'auncneo.

-  A N N  K E N D A L L  U S A

est Your
Rotary knowledge

, 
"Rotary

rets vou glve
something
back, in the

knowledge that
you belong

to the largeit
hmily of givers."

D E A N N A  A N N  D U G U  D ,

The Rotary Foundation.
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L ,  U S A is the RI general secre-
tary, who heads a staff
o f  about  600 peop le  a t
\forld Headquarters in
the  Ch icago suburb  o [
Evanston, II l inois, USA,
and in the seven interna-
tional offices in Argentina,
Australia, Brazil, India,

Japan, Korea, and Swirzel-
land. The RI in Great Britain and Ireland
(RIBI) office, in England, serves clubs
and districts in that region.

Responsibilities of
membership
I(hat Rotarians get out of Rotary
depends largely on what they put into
it. Many membership requirements are
designed to help members more fully
enjoy their Rotary experience.

The club is the cornerstone of Rotary,
and attending weeldy meetings allows
members to enjoy their clubt fellowship
and enrich their professional and person-
al knowledge. If members miss their own
clubt meeting, they are encouraged to
expand their Rotary horizons by attend-
ing make-up meetings at any Rotary
club in the world - a practice that guar-
a n t e e s  R o t a r i a n s  a  * a r m  w e l c o m e  i n
communities around the globe. For
meeting places and times, consult the
Official Director.T or the \7here
Clubs Meet section on RI's'Web srre
(www.rotary.org).

Regular attendance helps members
fulfill another important responsibiliry -

participating in club service projects.
Members learn about  the i r  c lub 's
involvement in local and international

Rotary conference in

London on education

and cultural exchange

!r]l {1c' q qlEEqr

"Thanks to
Rotary, my

efforts tii mzike
the world a

better place are
multiplied.

I'm no'longer
alone."
-  F E B  N A  N D o

A c ! r B R E  P A L A o  o s ,

E c u a D o  F

projects and can volunteet their t ime
and ta len ts  where  they
are most needed.

To keep clubs strong,
every Rotarian must share
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f
bringing new people into
Rotary. Even new mem-
b e  r s  c a n  b r i n g  g u e s t s
t o  m e e t i n g s  o r  i n v i  t e
them to participate in a
service project. The value
o f  R o t a r y  s p e a k s  f o r
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itself, and the best way to spark the
interest of potential members is by
letting them experience fellowship and
service firsthand.

K e e p i n g  m e m b  e r s
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  R o  t a r y
is another responsibil i ty.
Good club fellowship and
early involvement in sew-
ice projects are two ofthe
best ways to sustain the
clubk membership.

Rotary's guiding
principles
T h r o u g h o u t  R o  t a r y ' s

been developed to guide Rotarians in
achieving rhe ideal of service and high
ethical standards.

The Object of Rotary, first formu-
lated in 1910, and adapted throughout
the years as Rotaryt mission expanded,
provides a succinct definit ion of the
organization's purpose and the individual
dub membert responsibilities.

The Object of Rotary is to encourage
and fo'rer rhe ideal o[ service as a ba'i'
ofworthy enterprise and, in particular,
to encourage and foster:

r  L  K \  t .  I  ne  oevetopmenr  o i  acqua ln-

history, several basic principles have which enlivens the social atmosphere

r94647

Founder Paul Haris
dies in Chiego;

outpouring of tunds
ftom Rotarians

used to establish
fellowship progam.

Firsr 18 Rotary
Fellows study abLoad, forned in Melbourne,

Florida, USA.
Vorid Community

Serice progm

TIIE ROTARY ffi r r : ' l E L I N E

1942-43 1945-46

Forty-nine Rorarians
help draft the

UN charter.

tance as an opportunity for service;
SEcoND. High ethical standards in

business and professions; the recogniti6n
of the worthiness of all useful occu-
pations; and the dignifying of each
Rotarian'' occupation as an opporruniry
to serve society;

TH I nl. The application ofthe ideal
of service in each Rotariant personal,
business, and communiry life;

Fountr. The advancement of intcr-
national understanding, goodwill, and
peace through a world fellowship of
business and professional persons united
in the ideal of service.

The classification principle ensures
that each club's member-
ship profi les the business
and professional compo-
sition of its community.
Under this system, each
membert classification is
based on his or her busi-
ness  or  p ro fess ion ;  the
number of members hold-
ing that classification is
limited according to the
size of the club. The result
is professional diversity,

of the club and provides a rich resource
of occupational expertise to carry out
service projects.

The four Avenues of Sewice, based
on the Object of Rotary, are Rotaryt
philosophical cornerstone and the foun-
dation on which club activity is based:

.  C lub  Serv ice  locuses  on  s r rengrh-
en ing  fe l lowsh ip  and ensur ing  the
effective functioning of the club.

+  V o c a r  i o n a l  S e r v i c e  e n c o u r a g e s
Rotarians to serve others through their
vocations and to practice high ethical
standards.

1948,49 1962,63

--what a Joy
lt rs to ope..n
mv e-niail

everv dav and
find frie'qdly

messages trom
Holland.

Honduras,
India, Mexico,
and Ghana.".

C A F O L Y N  A  S C H U E T z ,

U S A

Ambasadorial sc.holam.
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THB 4-Wev TBsr
O f  t h e  t h i n g s  w e  t h i n k ,  s a y  o r  d o

1) Is i t  the TRUTH? 2) Is i t  FAIR to al l  concerned?

3) Wil l  i t  bui ld GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
ul)  Wi l l  i t  be BENEFICIAL to al l  concerned?

tarian reach around the

g lobe and to  p romote
w o r l d  u n d e  r s t a n d i n  g
and peace.

T h e  4 -  W a y  T e  s t ,

fo l lowed by  Ro ta r ians

worldwide in their busi-

ness and professional life,

was created by Rotarian

Herbert J. tylor in 1932.

It has since been trans-

lated into more than 100 languages. /  )  r e l t owsn lp5 .

+ Community Service covers the

projects and activities the club under-

Lakes ro improve life in its communiq.

+ International Service encompasses

actions taken to expand Rotaryt humam-

RI Programs
The following programs and servrce

opportunities are designed to help

Rotarians meet needs in their own

communities and reach out to assrst

people in need worldwide:
Interact Rotary clubs organize and

sponsor this service organization for

youth ages 14 to 18; more

than 8 ,300 c lubs  in  109

counr r les .

Rotaract Rotary clubs

organize and sponsor this
leadersh ip ,  p ro fess iona l
development, and service

organ iza t ion  fo r  yo  ung

a d u l t s ,  a g e s  1 8  t o  3 0 ;
m o r e  t h a n  7 , 2 0 0  c l u b s
i n  1 5 2  c o u n t r i e s .

Rotary Community Corps (RCC)

Rotary  c lubs  organ ize  and sponsor

these groups of non-Rotarians who

work  to  improve the i r
c o  m  m u n  i t i  e  s ;  a l m o s t
4 , 5 0 0  R C C s  i n  6 8
c o u n t t l e s .

Rotary  Fe l lowsh ips
International recreational,
vocational, and health-
r e l a t e d  g r o u p s  o p e n

t o  a l l  R o t a r i a n s  a n d

spouses sharing common
interests; approximately

Rotary Friendship Exchange Rotar-

ians and their families make reciprocal

visits to other countries, staying in each

othert homes and learning about the

culture firsthand.

Roary Volunteers \X4rile every Rotar-

ian is a volunteer, hundreds of those

with special skills and experience vol-

unteer their services abroad for short

periods every year, via RI.

Rotary Youth Exchange

Clubs and districts sponsor

and host students ages 15

to  19  who t rave l  abroad

for an academic year or an

extended holiday; about

7,000 a year

Rotary Youth Leadership

Awards (RYLA) Clubs arrd

sPonsor semrnars lo encounge

and recognize leadership abil it ies of

youth and young adults ages 14 to 30.

\7orld Community Service (VCS)

Rotary clubs and districts form interna-

tional partnerships to provide assistance

wirh a :ervice project Lo a club or districr

in another country; many such proiects

receive fi inding from Rotary Foundation

Humanitarian Programs grants.

Menu of Service Opportunitles
R l  r e . o m m e n d .  t h a t  c l u b s  p l a n n i n g

service activit ies consider nine major

needs or concerns: Children at Risk,

Disabled Persons, Health Care, Inter-

national Understanding and Goodwill,

L i r e r a c y  a n d  N u m e r a c l ,  P o p u l a t i o n

Issues, Poverty and Hunger, Preserve

Planet Earth, and Urban Concerns.

Menbership tops Rorary Village Corps

>

PolioPlus prcgrm

'The ability
to conduct

business with
DeoDle vou

kio#holit the
same ethical
views is sim-
ply pricelessi'

_ L A F  F Y  J A C K A .  A U S T R A L  A

"Membership in
Rotary is the.'power of one'

multiolied manv
timtJs over by'
tne programs

of-Rotary
Internatioriall'

H A F n  E r  S c H L o E F ,  U S A

T H E R O T A R Y f f i r r l , r E L I N E

1965,66
T

Marching Cnnts

1984

programs begin.

one million.l

|



Rorarr Bnsrcs
The Rotary Foundation
The Rotary  Foundat ion  o f  RI  i s  a
not-for-profit corporation that recerves
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o t a l i n g  m o r e  t h a n
U 5 $ - 0  m  i i l i o  n  a n n u a l l l : n d  d i . -
t r ibu tes  some $65 mi l l ion  each year
i n  s u p p o r t  o f  h u m a n i t a r i a n  a n d
educational programs implemented
b y  c l u b .  a n d  d i ' r r i c r . .  C o n r r i b u r i o n s
from Rotarians go to the Foundationk
A n n u a l  P r o g r a m s  F u n d ,  w h i c h
provides grants and awards through
F o u n d a t i o n  p r o g r a m s J  a n d  t h e
Permanent Fund, an endorament from
r n h i c h  o n l l  t h e  e a r n i n g '  a r e  ' p e n t  i n
suppor t  o f  Foundat ion  programs,
ensuring the long-term viabil ity of
the Foundation.

Every dollar contributed by Romrrans
firnds the humanitarian and educational
programs that enable Rotarians to extend
their service internationally. Clubs and
di.trict. apply lor.md receiue Found.rtion
gran15 fo  car fy  ou t  many wor rhy  pro j -
ects worldwide.

The Rotary Foundation's mission is
to support the efforts of Rotary Inter-
national in the fulfillment ofthe Object
of Rotary, Rotary's mission, and the
achievement of world understanding
and peace through local, national, and
international humanitarian, educational,
and cultural programs.

Humanitarian Programs
Humanitarian Programs grants enable
Rotarians to increase their support of
international service projects that provide
water wells, basic shelters, medical care,
literacy classes, and other essentials to
people in need. Rotarian pa{ticiparion rs
key to the success ofthese projects.

B lane Communi ty  lmmuniza t ion

Grants provide U.S. Rotary clubs ard
districts up to $1,000 in matching funds
to provide immunizations
in their communities.

Community Assistalce
Program awards enable
Rotary  d is t l i c ts  to  use
their District Designated
Fund (DDF) for service
p  r o j e c t s  i n  t h e i r  o w n
c o u n t r i e s .

Discovery Gralrts sub-
sidize the planning activi-
t i e s  f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

serv ice  pro jec ts .

Gran ts  fo r  Rotary
Volunteers subsidize the travel and
general expenses of Rotarians, Foun-
dar ion  a lumrr i ,  and Ro laracror \  ro  ass i \ t

a reas  o f  the  wor ld  tha t  requ i re  the i r
exper t i se .

H+ing Grants support
humanitarian projects in
non-Rotary countries or
where participation of local
Rotarians is limited.

Matching Grants for
International Humanitar-
ian Projects assist Rotary
clubs and districts in carry-
ing out \fforld Community
Service projects with clubs
in another country.

New Oppo r tun i t ies
Grants support projects

that advance Rotary ideals but do nor
meer  e l ig ib i l i r l  c r i re r ia  o f  e r i ' t i ng
Foundation programs.

1987-88

Through rhe PolioPlus
Campaign, Rorrians

raise US$247 million.

TrrE ROTARY ffi 
'r' r I,r E L r N E

1998-99

Vesern Hemisphere Rotary Centers for
declared polio-ha. Inrcrnarional Srudies in

\restern Pacific region
declared polio'free.

peace and conflicr
resolution established.

Rotary rctuux to

Huneary and Pols!,1



Now Hult,qNI'IARIAN
GRaNrs SlRuct'ttRB

Effective 1 July 2003, The Rotary
F'oundation Tiustees have adopted
a nc\  s tn lc t l l re  rhar  u i l l  urganize

H umani tar ian Progrrms e. rants in to

four categories:

+ DrsrRrcr StltPr-tPtno GRANTS'
which will allow districts to use
part of their DDF to suPPort
sen'ice activities currently cov-
e r e d  b y  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  g r a n t
programs

+ INotvtn u,q. r -  GuNrs,  which
u'il l replace Grants for Rotary
Volunteers and Discovery Grants

+ MarcutNc Gn,q.Nrs

+ Br-ersr Colvtl,ltlNtt-v ININIUNIZA-
. I ' ION GRANTS

Teachers are awarded to

higher education facul-

ty to teach abroad in an

academic field of practi-

cal use to PeoPle ln a

Iow-ir-rcome country

PolioPlus -

The final drive to
a polio-free world
The PolioPlus program

provides funding for vaccine and

transportation for mass immuniza-

tion campaigns as well as suPPort

for social mobil ization, surveil lance,

and laboratolies to help carry out

the  f ina l  s tages  o f  g loba l  Po l ro
eradication.

Goal: To eradicate Polio world-

wide by 2005, RotarY's centennial

Major partners in the Global

P o l i o  E r a d i c a t i o n  I n i t i a t i v e :

Rotary International, \World Health

O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  U N I C E F ,  U . S  '

"I want to
salute Rotary

International for
its extraordinary

leadership
in the fieht

.  ' J '

agalnst pollo.
-  K o F  A N N A N ,

l l N  S E c F E T A F Y  c E N E R A L

Rorex.v BAsrc,L
National Immunization
Days, and conduct sur-

veillance for the disease
despite poor infrastruc-
tu re ,  ex t reme Pover ry ,
and conf l i c t  in  manY
countrles.

Benefits of eradica-

tion: Humanity would

be spared immeasurable

suffering by polio victims,

and an  es t imated $1 .5
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bil l ion per year would be saved.

M a i n  o b s t a c l e :  $ 2 7 5  m i l -

l i o n  i '  n e e d e d  t o  F u n d  r e m a i n i n g

p o l i o - e r a d i c a t i o n  n e e d s .

Strategy: A one-year camPaign

F u l f i l l i n g  O u r  P r o m i s e :  E r a d i c a  r e

Polio - was launched on 1 JulY 2002

with the goal of raising US$80 mil-

lion, with funds being matched by the

Bi l l  &  Mel inda Gates  Foundat ion ,

the United Nations Foundation, and

the \World Bank.
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Educat ion,r l  Programs Centers  fo r  D isease Cont ro l  and

Edr rcar iona l  Program'  a re  de . igned to  l revent ion

promote in te rna t iona lundenrand ingb l  Ach ievemenrs :

tringing cogether people from different + Rotarians raised US$247 mill ion

.o,ti r i"t "nd cultures. Rotarians par- between 1985 and 1988 for polio

"Giving to The
Rotary F6undation
is a hish priorirv.
How e'lse could-I
have an impact on
so manv people ln
all corners olthe

maximum good is
accomPlished."

B  C H A F D  H .  B n o w N  l l S A

world, while know-
ing that niy dollars

are under tne
constant watch
of dedicated

Rotarians so that

t icipate in these programs by hosting eradication. As of 1 January 2002,

scholars, leading Group ;- :- .-- -, 
- 

1 Rotary has committed

Srudy Exchange ream.. J 
"Giviqg 

fo I he more rhatt $'to2 mil

andorhe rac r i , i r i e , .  Ro ra rv  F6 r rnda t iOn l  l i on  ro  g loba l  po l i o
A m b a s s a d o r i a t  J  i . ,  ( i r r h  n l i o r i t v -  e r a d i c a t i o n '  a n d  t h a t

Scholarships are award- L ii;; "1."';"'ita't I figure .'hould e"ceed
e,l ro.rudenr, ro serve ] L'^'.:^'^::;:"^;;-^; L $s00 million b1 200s'

a,  amba. ,adors  o igood-  |  l ' : " : : : , ' : :P^ : i : : :  .  fo l io  ca .e '  have

w i l l  w h i l e  s t u d y i n B  i n  t ' , 1 " ' ' f  
l , P : Y H ' - " r l '  I  d e c l i n e d  m o r e  r h a n  9 o

L o u n l r i e 5  o r h e r  r h a n  ]  a l l . ( ' O I l l g l 5  u l  t l l r  p e r c e n t .  F r o m  J 5 0  0 0 0

r h e i r  o w n .  l w o f l d .  W n l l e  K n o w - l  c a ' e '  i n  I  q 8 5  r o  6 0 0

Rorary Vorld Peace lng that my OOllafs I  in 2001.
Scholarship,  are a-r rd '  I  

. "are 
undgr  thg I  '  to l io  ht '  heen eradi '

ed to individuals for .nnqftnf w2t6h I cated in the \Testern

s tud l  a r  t he  Rora r l  ]  
- " i aaa iaa ted  

Hemi 'phe rc t l oe4 t  rhe

C e n r e r .  f o r  l n r e r n a -  |  D : - : : ; " - " : ; h " .  I  W e : r e r n  P a c i f i .  r e g i o n

r ional  Srudies in  peace : : ] i i : j : : " i . i - ; . '  r2000t .  and FuroPe

a n d  c o n f l i c L  r e . o l u t i o t r .  I  
l l l d ' \ r r r r L r r r r  

F " Y . . ' '  I  , : o u : '"':;: '"; 'T:i l; 
accomplished." I :"r;," than two

Exchange is an etchange I B .HAFD H. BnowN, gsA bil l ion children have

p . o g r " -  b . . * . . n  d i s -  L  b e e n  i m m u n i z e d

tricts in different countries for business against polio since 1985.

and professional men and women ages + Hundreds of thousands of Rotarians

25 to 40. have mobil ized to help immunize

R o t a r y  G r a n t s  f o r  U n i v e r , i t v  c h i l d r e n  d e l r v e r  v J L c l n e '  P r o m o r e  
z g a r y -

| : ' j L



ROTARTANs DEDICATE their t ime and
talents not just to polio eradication but to
hundreds of worthy causes both locally
and internationally. Here are just a few
o f  r he  human i ra r i an  and  peacemak ing
activities for which Rotarians are known
worldwide.

Rotary's life-changing
medical missions
Rotarian physicians in several European
countries have formed Rotary Doctor
Banks, which send their members ro
remote locations in Africa for two or
more months at a time. Every year,
more than 400 doctors reach some
10,000 patients who have no access to
hospitals and would otherwise receive
no medica.l care.

Rotaplast (Rotary Plastic Surgery) is a
volunteer medical project involving 230
U.S. Rotary clubs and nearly 1,000 med-
ical team volunteers. One ofseveral such
Rorary-sponsored programs, Rotaplast
missions have provided thousands of
children in needy communities around
the  r , ro r ld  w i rh  recons t ru rc ive  surgr r l
to correct cleft palates and other facial
deformities.

Through the Gift of Life program
initiated by Rotary clubs and districts,
desperately ill children are brought to the
United States to receive Iifesaving heart
surgery unavailable in their own country.

The world's largest,
most international private
scholarships program
The Rotary Foundation's Ambassadorial
Scholarships program sends 1,100 schol-
ars to study abroad every year, preparing
many of them for careers in diplomacy,

tovernment, ald international relations.
Since 1947, more rhan 30,000 men

and women from 100 nations have been
Rotary scholars. Among the many who
have achieved distinction in their fields
are U.S. journalist Bill Moyers, German

lrrchitect 
Helmut Jahn, and Sadako

O g a t a ,  J a p a n ' s  s p e c i a l  a d v i s e r  o n
Afghan is tan  and fo rmer  UN High
Commissioner for Refugees.

The gift of literacy
More than ha l f  o f  a l l  30 ,000 Rotary
clubs have joined the fighr against illiter-
acy, which plagues one bil l ion people
wor ldwide ,  by  runn ing  book  dr ives ,
t u t o r i n g  c h i J d r e n ,  o r  r e p a i r i n g  d i l a p i -
dated schools.

The Lighthouses for Literacy project
has been highly effective in elementary
schools, adult literacy classes, and pro-
grams des igned fo r  s t ree t  ch i ld ren .
This innovative teaching method has
produced remarkable results in Brazil,
Egypt ,  South  Af r i ca ,  Tha i land,  and
other countnes.

The goal of susrainable
development
Rotarians ensure lasting development
by providing small loans in cash or rn
kind to poor entrepreneurs and by sup-
porting integrated communiry develop-
ment schemes.

In Uganda, a Rotary-assisted micro-
credit project supplies dairy cows to mem-
bers of a woment cooperative; the co-op
chen donrre. che firsr calve. born ro rheir

ALI  AKHTAF,  PAK STAN

animals to other women. In Ecuador, a
Rotary-supported revolving loan fund
enabled women to start a thriving cater-
ing service. In the Phil ippines, small
loans help villagers srart tailoring, pedi,
cab, and other businesses.

Working with youth
Since Rotaryt earliest days, Rotarians
have taken a special interest in develop-
ing the potentia.l ofyoung people, acting
as  tu to rs  and mentors ,  tak ing  proacr i re
measures to help at-risk children, and
sponsoring such youth-related programs
as Interact, Rotaract, RYIA, and Youth
Exchange.

Almost 90 years of disaster relief
Since 1913,  when U.S.  Rotary  c lubs
responded ro the plighr of f lood ricLims
in the American Midwest, Rotarians have
volunteered their time and resources ,.,.,
provide relief and rebuild communiries
laid waste by natural disasrers.

Many disaster-related Rotarian initia,
t i ves  are  rhe  re .u l r  o l . lubs  and d is r r i c r r
a i d i n g  v i c r i m s  i n  r h e i r  c o m m u n i r y .
H o w e v e r .  o v e r  r h e  y e a r s ,  R I  a n d  i r s
Foundation have supporred efforts aimed
at emergency assistance and long-term
reconsrrucr ion ofderastared communit ies.
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District, regional, and
international meetings
Several key meetings bring Rotarians

together to share ideas, celebtate success-

es, enjoy fellowship, and plar.r for the

future. The largest of these meetings, the

Rl  Conrent ion .  i s  he ld  in  May or  Tune in

a different part of the Rotary world each

year. This lively four-day meeting fea-

tures speeches by world and Rotary lead-

ers, spectacular entertainment reflecting

the local culture, and unpualleled oppor-

tunities to experience the true breadth of

Rotaryt international fellowship.

more  d i rec t l y  invo lved

w i t h  c h a r t i  n  g  t h e i r

districtt future.

The changing face
of Rotarv
T h e  g e n i u s  o f  R o  t a r y
has  been i t s  ab i l i t y  to
respond to the needs of
the day, from child welfare
to refugee relief to rural
development.

At both the local and
in te rna t iona l  leve ls ,  a

and engage in Rotary business.
Rotary clubs are changing their

meeting times and places to make
membership mole convenient and
relevant to todayt demanding pro-
fessional and personal schedules.
Rotary clubs meet throughout the

day at a variety of common venlles
including restaurarrts, libraries, and

museumsr as well as a homeless
shelter and a boat, and, in keeping
with Rotary's eall iest tradition,
members' workplaces.

Some far-reaching changes are

in the experimental stage. The

2001 Counc i l  on  Leg is la t io  t r

authorized a ihree-year pilot proj-

ect whereby RI may charter up to

200 Rotary clubs that deviate fiom

the Standard Rotary Club Consti-

tution. The pilot clubs

have altered their meeting

frequency, relaxed atten-

dance rules, and offered

new types of membership,

including corporate and

family rremberships, in

an effort to attract and

retain membe$. One new

model is a cyber club. If

such  p i lo t  c lubs  prove

s u c c e s s f u i ,  t h e  2 0 0 4

Counc i l  on  Leg is la t ion

could adopt policies mak-

ing these innovations Permallent. 
i)

For more information about Rotary, l)isit

wluu. rot4ry. arg.

Presidential confetences

are held in different parts

of the world each year to

address issues determined
by the R[ president, gener-

ally focusing on the region

in which the conference
is held. These conferences
provide the backdrop for

spirited discussion and

oppor tun i t ies  to  fo rm

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e

partnelships.
Rotariaus are encour-

aged to attend their dis-

trict conference, al annual

motivational meeting that

showcases club and district

activities. A family event, rhe distnct

conference mixes fellowship with learn-

ing and allows Rotarians to become

"After attending
the [RI]

Convention in
Chicago in 1980,
I cea5ed being

a memDer
of Rotary and

Decame
a Rotarian.

I realized then
what a truly
rnternatl0nal
organization
Rbtary is."
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cornucop ia  o f  c rea t ive
Rota ly  p  rog lams has
emerged,  f rom in i t ia -
tives that help at-risk
youths to humanitarian
grants designed to dimin-
ish poverry

C h a n g e s  h a v e  a l s  o
occurred within Rotary.
In  the  19  8  0s ,  female
b  u s i n e s s  a n d  p r o f e s -
sional leaders began to

.join the organization's
ranks. Rotary has become
increasingly international,
with two-thirds of todays
Rotar ians  I  i v i  ug  o  u t -
side the United States.
Technology is also trans-

fo rming  the  way and speed w i th

which Rotarians communicate with

one another, Promote tl1elr actlvlt lesi

Qurz ANsutnRs
!. Rotary Ambassadorial

Scholarships
2. A public toilet outside

Chicago's Ciry Hall

l. Interact

4. About US$500 million

l. Europe
(. Tiue

l. True

!. False

!. True
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